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Important facts which influenced on present arrangement
and area of grassland in the Sudetes

1. Depopulation of rural areas (1948-1960)

» collectivisation of agriculture

» difficulties of farming of polish farmers in mountainous
conditions

2. Utilisation of so-colled fallow grasslands for young beef
cattle (1960-1989)

3. Economic transformation in Poland after1989
»  lower profitability of animal production
» drastic decline in cattle and sheep stock
» decrease of grassland area
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Grassland area (ha) according to inclination classes
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Grasslands area (ha) according to exposure
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Medium grasslands

mineral soils, not or perlodlcally flooded, as well as wet and organic mud-peat and muck soils

Flat areas and lower parts of slopes

grasses: Dactylis glomerata, Festuca pratensis,

8 Alopecurus pratensis, Phleum pratense, Arrhenatherum

| elatius,

legumes: Trifolium sp., Lotus corniculatus , Vicia sp.

+ | herbs: Achillea millefolium, Tarxacum sp., Campanula
£58 patula

4.0t-6.0t DM ha!

Slopes with higher inclination are covered by
grasses of medium to low value:

Poa pratensis, Agrostis sp., Festuca rubra, Holcus sp.

2.0t-4.0t DM ha'!



Poor & very poor grasslands

mid-forest areas, hardly accessible, poorly developed soils, flooded areas, steep slopes

Festuca rubra, Agrostis sp., Holcus sp.,
Deschampsia caespitosa, Anthoxantum

odoratum , Briza media,
herbs and weeds 30 — 50%

2.0t-3.0t DM ha'!

communities of high floristic diversity

containing rare and protected species
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Under natural conditions of the Sudety Mountains,
1 ha of grasslands (4.0 t DM ha!) can provide fodder for 1 LU in an annual scale

The stock of ruminants and horses (in head)
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2002 - Agricultural census
2008 - A set of data on selected communes in the Sudetes

The stock of cattle in 2008 — was 0.3 head per 1 ha of grasslands



Conclusions

The analysis of distribution of grasslands in the Sudetes revealed that over 70% of
their area 1s situated beneath 700 m a.s.l. and almost 75% - on slopes of an
inclination < 9°,

The greatest importance for fodder production have medium grasslands, its area

exceeds 57 000 ha and those situated beneath 500 m a.s.l. and on slopes inclined
less then 6° which constitute 45% of the total area.

Grasslands situated above 700 m a.s.l. and on slopes inclined by more than 9°
should be involved in activities aimed at preserving and protecting valuable plant
communities.

Ruminant stock in the region in 2008 indicated an insufficient utilisation of fodder
potential.

The productivity aspect of the Sudetes meadows and pastures is losing its
importance despite multi-directional support for agriculture in a form of areal
subsidies, compensations for LFA and agro-environmental programm.

The role of ruminants in this system is not appreciated, hence the profitability of
livestock production is low.
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