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Alpine pasture-lands in Piedmont

e semi-natural grasslands:

280.000 ha in mountains

e transhumance:
178.000 heads
(84K cattle — 94K small rum.)

e farms: 1.600
dairy farms (cattle): 570
dairy cows: 14.000
cow milk: 82.300 t y-' - typical cheese (3.200 t y-1)

mountain grazing = important conservation
and management tool for marginal areas
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RDP Piemonte Region 2007-2013
Axis 2 - Meas. 214: Agri-environmental payments

. Integrated agriculture
. Organic farming
. Increase of soil carbon stock

. Conversion of arable-land into permanent
grasslands

. Germplasm (not implemented)

. Extensive grazing systems

. Improvement of agroecosystem environmental
and landscape functions

. Protection of threatened local breeds
. Improvement of ricefield biodiversity
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Measure 214.6.1: farmer commitments
(5 years)

1. sequence (rotational) grazing :
use of paddocks (fixed / movable fences)
herd displacement across sections at increasing
altitude

. stocking-rates (LU ha-'year"):
1-2 lowlands = 0.2 — 0.5 mountains

. stocking period:
> 180 days year' (lowlands, uplands, lower mountains
80 days year! in the mountains
paddocks equipped with drinking draughts and
mineral supplement dispensers
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Measure 214.6.1: farmer commitments
(5 years)

for conversion of arable-lands
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Measure 214.6.2: farmer commitments
(5 years)

eqgional target:
30.000 ha
500

rize (€ ha'):
mountains 60
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Measure 214.6.2 Pastoral Plans (PP)

e set of actions for rational grazing-
management of mountain pasturelands

® grazing management goals

to yield yearly a valuable production
(farmer)

to preserve and sometimes improve
forage resources on medium-long term
(society)
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Pastoral Plans draft stages

gathering
basic elements

planning
@ stage ‘
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1. Basic elements

definition of area covered
by plan on topographic
maps:

borders

cadastral parcels
surface description
(altitude, slope, aspect)

e climate (growing season)

e accessibility to animals /
machines

land cover (GIS)
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1. Basic elements

e analysis of pasture vegetation:

vertical point-quadrat method
on 150-200 m grid

classification of releves into
e ecological groups
e vegetation types
e vegetation sub-types

vegetation description &
Interpretation

e evaluation of forage allowance
and carrying capacity
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1. Basic elements

e analysis of past and current
farm management:

state of structures
buildings, barns, cheese-
making plant

infrastructures
fences, milking areas,
drinking draughts

road network
livestock species and classes

management techniques,
herd movements, manure
management...
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2. Planning stage

management targets for each
grazing area

localisation of paddocks
exploitation schedule

stocking-rates and grazing
pressure per paddock

localisation of
drinking draughts
mineral supplement dispensers
milking areas

localisation of structures, infra-

structures, facilities to be used
or renovated

financial plan
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Measure 214.6.2: the procedure

. open farm dossier and fill on-line form

. PP drafting by a freelance
(following regional guidelines)

. consistency check by mountain
community/district

. authorisation to plan start-up
. check of eligible area (GIS)
. payment
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Measure 214.6: state of the art 2011

Indicators allocation of agri-
® 214.6.2 environmental payments

38/500 applications _ - _
(<10% target) importance for conservation
surface involved (habitat directive: fragile

— 11.000 ha (35% target) habitats, SCI, biodiversity

monetary value spots, wildlife)

- 630.000 €
overlap with measure 214.7
®214.6.1 “Agroecosystem landscape &

applications:  59% environmental functions”
surface: 66% -

monetary value: 3.7 Mio€
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Measure 214.6: state of art 2011

e delay at starting
e farmers discouraged by:
direct remuneration of freelances

uncertainties dealing with assessment of
advantages

long time for inquests

e few experts in grazing-land management -
few professionals for drafting
few evaluators

e |ease length

e internal conflicts = payments postponed
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Conclusions

e implementation of PP in the framework of a
normative act

e growing attention of farmers towards a more
sustainable management of pastures

e farms running PP gain large consensus in the
world of mountain livestock breeders
-> basic condition to enlarge areas managed
under Pastoral Plans
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