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Wednesday 25th May

9h00 Welcome by organizers and a local authority

•Presentation of the network and introduction to the seminar. Mosimann E. 
(Switzerland), Peeters A. (Belgium) 

•Future of CAP – opinion of Agriculture Ministry. Krzyżanowska Z. (Poland)

•Current role of grasslands in shaping and development of rural areas. 
Jankowska-Huflejt H., Wróbel B., Twardy S. (Poland)
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Presentation of the network

Introduction to the seminar
E. Mosimann (Switzerland) and A. Peeters (Belgium)
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Presentation of the Mountain Pastures Network (1)
Existed first as a working group since 1962. 

Became the sub-network on Mountain Pastures of the FAO cooperative 
research network on Pastures and Fodder Crops in 1978. 

Coordination
Dr J. Caputa (Poland - Switzerland) (1962 – 1976) 
J.-P. Charles (Switzerland) (1977 – 1985)
J. Troxler (Switzerland) (1985 – 1996)
Dr A. Peeters (Belgium) (1996 – 2007)
E. Mosimann (Switzerland) (2008 - ) 

In 2011, about 400 members from 27 countries are registered. 
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Presentation of the Mountain Pastures Network (2)
Objectives 

Before 1989
•stimulating contacts between European researchers from both sides of 
the iron curtain.

After 1989
•implementing a place of dialogue on the specific problems of forage 
production in mountain areas; 
•creating complementarities to the European Grassland Federation;
•stimulating contacts between people with similar needs;
•encourage collaboration and participation to EU research programs.
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Presentation of the Mountain Pastures Network (3)
Means 

Meetings are organised once every two years (27 from 1963 to 2011). 

Main topics: methods and tools of extension, quality and promotion of 
the products, restoration of abandoned land, importance of grazing as 
an ecological management tool.

Cooperation within the network is voluntary and each participating 
institution defrays the necessary expenses.



FAO-CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network
16th Meeting – Krakow - 2011

http://fao09.adcf.ch

http://fao11.adcf.ch

Presentation of the Mountain Pastures Network (4)
Communication 
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Presentation of the Mountain Pastures Network (5)
Communication 
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COST Office Opencall oc-2010-1-6203
High quality products from mountain pastures
•Livestock grazing preserves mountain grassland biodiversity. 
•Mountain dairy and meat products have positive characteristics. 
•Links between products quality and grazed vegetation (plant secondary 
metabolites) must be made understandable to the society.
•Standardised analytical methods and comparable results as a basis to 
‘Protected Designation of Origin’ and ‘Geographical Indication’. 
•Key social and economic factors for the use of mountain areas will be 
identified. 
•Model will be used to implement success factors in the most vulnerable 
regions.
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Environmental services provided by grasslands are 
more and more recognized: 
•limitation of water pollution, 
•carbon sequestration, 
•conservation of biodiversity, 
•pollination services...

These resources couldn’t be preserved without 
agriculture. In mountainous areas, livestock grazing is 
almost the only way in maintaining valuable 
landscapes.



FAO-CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network
16th Meeting – Krakow - 2011

Contribution 
of mountain pastures

to agriculture
and environment

Introduction to the seminar



FAO-CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network
16th Meeting – Krakow - 2011

In memory of Professor Janina Fatyga (1929-2011),
an outstanding scientist, specialist in mountain issues: 
soil erosion, grassland management and valorization of 
agricultural space. She authored more than 130 
scientific and general public papers. Many year’s 
standing worker of Institute for Land Reclamation and 
Grassland Farming (now Institute of Technology and 
Life Sciences), she was an active member of  
FAO/CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network.
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Food and Agriculture Organization of 
United Nations (FAO)

Institute of Technology and Life Science
Dep. of Grasslands Falenty
Małopolski Research Centre Kraków

Association of Water and Land Reclamation
Engineers and Technicians
Main Sections of Grasslands and Peatlands

Ministry of Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
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Organizing Committee
Local. Halina Jankowska-Huflejt (Coordinator), Barbara 
Wróbel, Jerzy Barszczewski, Antoni Kuźniar and 
Stanisław Twardy, Institute of Technology and Life 
Sciences ITEP, Poland
International. Alain Peeters and Eric Mosimann

Scientific Committee
René Baumont (France), Isabel Cassasus (Spain), 
Halina Jankowska-Huflejt (Poland), Bernard Jeangros
(Switzerland), Ryszard Kostuch (Poland), Florian Leiber
(Switzerland), Giampiero Lombardi (Italy), Marco 
Meisser (Switzerland), Paride d'Ottavio (Italy), Giuseppe 
Parente (Italy), Alain Peeters (Belgium), Veronica 
Serateanu (Romania), Maria Sitzia (Italy), Maya 
Stoykova (Bulgaria), Stanislaw Twardy (Poland) and 
Maria Yiakoulaki (Greece)



Programm (1)

Wednesday 25th May
9h00 Welcome by organizers and a local authority
Session 1 Climate change and grazing impacts on vegetation
10h30 Oral presentations (chair: Lombardi G.)
12h30 Lunch
14h00 Oral presentations (chair: Mosimann E.)
15h45 Discussion session 1
18h30 Social dinner – The Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec
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Programm (2)

Thursday 26th May
8h00 Excursion in the mountain pastures
Technical visit of conventional and organic farms
Workshop: research and extension tools used to assess mountain pastures rules
18h00 Social dinner
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Programm (3)

Friday 27th May
Session 2 Mountain meat and milk production systems
9h00 Oral presentations (chair: Leiber F.)
9h50 Discussion session 1
Poster session 1 and 2
10h30 Introduction to poster session 
12h30 Lunch
14h00 Poster session 
15h00 General discussion (chair: Peeters A.)
16h30 End of the meeting 
17h00 Tour to  Saltmine in Wieliczka

FAO-CIHEAM Mountain Pastures Network
16th Meeting – Krakow - 2011
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Thank you for your attention and
best whishes for a fruitful meeting
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Wednesday 25th May (2)

Session 1 Climate change and grazing impacts on vegetation
10h30 Oral presentations (chair: Lombardi G.)
•An assessment of the water requirements of a mountain pasture sward in the 
Polish Western Carpathians. Kużniar A. et al. (Poland)
•The effects of climate fluctuations and soil heterogeneity on the floristic 
composition of sown Mediterranean annual pastures. Aguiar C. et al. (Portugal)
•Potential impacts of climatic changes on forage and pasture production in 
Northern Tunisia. Chakroun M. et al. (Tunisia)
•Do typical alpine forage plants have the potential to mitigate methane 
production by ruminants? Jayanegara A. et al. (Switzerland)
•The impact of cattle and sheep grazing on grassland in Veľká Fatra National 
Park. Jendrišáková S. et al. (Slovakia)

12h30 Lunch
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Wednesday 25th May (3)

Session 1 Climate change and grazing impacts on vegetation
14h00 Oral presentations (chair: Mosimann E.)
•An analysis of botanical and functional diversity of mountain grasslands in relation to 
herbivore production systems. Baumont R. et al. (France)

•Characteristics of grasslands in the Polish Sudetes in view of fodder production potential 
and grassland protection. Nadolna L., Żyszkowska M. (Poland)

•Pastoral Plans to support mountain farming in SW Alps. Lombardi G. et al. (Italy)

•The land use changes in the agricultural areas in 1980-2005 with particular attention to 
permanent grasslands of the upper Raba basin. Kopacz M., Twardy S. (Poland)

•Evaluation of faecal near-infrared spectrometry as tool for pasture and beef cattle 
management in herbaceous Mid-Eastern highlands. Landau Y. et al. (Israel)

15h45 Discussion session 1
18h30 Social dinner –The Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec
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Friday 27th May (2)
Poster session 1 and 2
11h00 Introduction to poster session 
12h30 Lunch
14h00 Poster session 
15h00 General discussion (chair: Peeters A.)
16h30 End of the meeting 
17h00 Tour to  Saltmine in Wieliczka
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